DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

bridal veil, and Honiton was at work on patterns of
more symbolic significance-
King Frederick William of Prussia who had been
insane for two years had died in January. The Coro-
nation of King William took place in October and
the Crown Princess's daily letter to her mother gave
a most picturesque account of it. She, like the
Prince of Wales, had a marvellous eye for ceremonial
detail and described the costumes of her ladies-in-
waiting, one in blue velvet, the other in red velvet,
and herself in gold and ermine and white ; the loud
singing of chorales, the draughts and the bitter cold ;
the huge number of guests at the State Banquet; the
moment when at the end of the second course the
King asked for wine, which was the signal for all
ladies and gentlemen-in-waiting to leave the room ;
the four hundred servants in livery belonging to the
assembled Royalties. The new King was very gracious
to her, he gave her a locket containing a piece of his
hair, and made her Chef of the 2nd Regiment of
his Hussars. This appointment unfortxxnately was re-
ceived with much laughter from the Princess, for she
thought it was a joke, but she was told it was quite
serious, and that Prussian Regiments particularly
liked having a lady as their Chef, The Queen loved
to hear the minutiae of Royal Pageantries, and Vicky,
in case she had forgotten anything, promised to send
her the newspapers as well,1

Lord Clarendon was the British representative at
these celebrations, and he wrote to the Qjaeen loud

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. 31, 33
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